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HOW TO SCORE MORE

KNOW YOUR LIMITS Your utilization ratio, which tracks

how much of your available credit you're using at any
given time, represents almost one-third of your score.
Consumers with the highest scores have ratios of less
than 10%, but if that's not realistic, aim for below 30%.

GO AUTOMATIC Even being 30 days late with one payment
can hit your score. Scheduling bills online will help avoid

4y D€ NIgNer than ever DEfore, b € average FILU score that. Bonus: Some banks discount your interest rate
d 000 DIt DEo e /50 you need to qua 0rFtne (such as on a student loan) with an automatic bill pay.
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president of pub eI1ations ana excternal affairs at the Nationa CHECK YOUR REPORTS A survey by Credit.com found that

gation 1o

21% of consumers who pulled their credit reports no-
ticed errors, and 19% discovered an account in collec-
tion or a late payment they didn’t know about. One com-
mon culprit: “last” phone or utility bills that never made
it to your new address after amove. Get a free credit re-
port at AnnualCreditReport.com. —BETH BRAVERMAN
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